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POLICY 1 
 2 
Credit for Prior Learning (CPL) is to provide students with opportunities to demonstrate competence at the 3 
college and university level from learning gained through learning experiences outside of a college or 4 
university credit-bearing course and to establish consistent practices among colleges and universities for 5 
evaluating and awarding undergraduate or graduate credit for prior learning. 6 
 7 
Ridgewater College acknowledges and adheres to the definitions and processes described in: 8 
• Minnesota State Policy 3.35 – “Credit for Prior Learning”   9 
• Minnesota State Procedure 3.35.1 – “Credit for Prior Learning – External Assessments” 10 
• Minnesota State Procedure 3.35.2 – “Credit for Prior Learning – Internal Assessments”   11 
• Minnesota State Procedure 3.35.3 – “Credit for Prior Learning – Military Course and Military Occupations” 12 

 13 
CREDIT FOR PRIOR LEARNING – EXTERNAL ASSESSMENTS 14 
Assessment methods and processes at the colleges or universities of Minnesota State that could result in 15 
credit for prior learning achieved and assessed through a nationally recognized third-party assessment 16 
agency or organization, regionally or nationally accredited postsecondary institution, or noncredit 17 
instruction.  Students demonstrate a level of proficiency that is recognized through curriculum, instruction, 18 
program, or a standardized exam.  CPL external assessment types may include, but are not limited to, 19 
Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), College Level Examination Program (CLEP), 20 
and other national standardized assessments; world languages seals and certificates; industry recognized 21 
credentials, licenses, and certifications; and noncredit instruction in programs such as registered 22 
apprenticeships, continuing education, and customized training.  Ridgewater College recognizes that some 23 
students will have had life, occupational or vocational experiences which have given them knowledge in 24 
subject field areas sufficient to warrant college credit.  The following govern credit by examination/prior 25 
learning experience at Ridgewater College: 26 
 27 

• Per Minnesota State system policy, Ridgewater will not limit the total number of credits students 28 
may be awarded for CPL, but there are graduation requirements that will limit the number of CPL 29 
credits that can be awarded towards a particular degree, diploma or certificate. 30 

• Credit for prior learning – external assessments may not be included in residence requirements. 31 
• CPL credit must be applicable to programs or degrees offered by Ridgewater. 32 
• While Ridgewater College accepts credits for prior learning, other colleges to which the student 33 

may subsequently transfer may not accept them.  It is the responsibility of the student to maintain 34 
communication with the receiving institution. 35 

• Financial aid is not available for Credit for Prior Learning credits. 36 
 37 
 38 

39 

http://www.mnscu.edu/board/policy/335.html
http://www.mnscu.edu/board/procedure/335p1.html
https://www.minnstate.edu/board/procedure/335p2.html
https://www.minnstate.edu/board/procedure/335p3.html
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Ridgewater College permits students to receive credit for prior learning in the following ways: 40 
 41 
External Assessments 42 
 43 

• Credit by Examination 44 
o College Level Examination Program (CLEP) – Students of all ages may take a college-45 

level examination in a specific subject area and receive college credit for knowledge and 46 
skills they have obtained both inside and outside the classroom. 47 

o Advanced Placement (AP) – The Advanced Placement (AP) Program of the College Board 48 
allows high school students the opportunity to earn college course credit by providing 49 
examinations in introductory courses. 50 

o International Baccalaureate (IB) – An internationally recognized program through which 51 
secondary students complete a comprehensive curriculum of rigorous student and 52 
demonstrate performance on culminating examinations. 53 

o World Language Seals and Certificates (ACTFL) 54 
o Other Evaluations - Students may also demonstrate college level learning through other 55 

nationally recognized examinations, such as: 56 
 Dantes Subject Standardized Test (DSST) 57 
 Project Lead the Way (PLTW)  58 
 Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Examinations 59 

• Articulated credit earned through a high school that has been articulated to a credit course. 60 
• Credits awarded for external assessments will be given a P grade. 61 
• American Council of Education (ACE) credit recommendations for college-level learning achieved 62 

through third-party study/exam programs, professional and certification trainings and assessments, 63 
and military training and assessments. 64 

• Other national standardized assessments, industry recognized credentials, license, certifications 65 
and non-credit instruction in continuing education and customized training not mentioned above. 66 

• Military Courses and Military Occupations – Credit will be awarded for courses and occupations 67 
that were part of military training or service and that meet the standards of ACE for awarding 68 
academic credit. 69 

 70 
Internal Assessments 71 
College assessment methods and processes used by Minnesota State faculty members to assess 72 
students’ demonstrated learning.  Such assessments determine competence-to-credit comparability, 73 
course-equivalency, individualized subject status, and application to degree requirements or electives.  74 
CPL internal assessments may include, but are not limited to, research paper/project, credit by exam, 75 
course-equivalency assessment, individualized-subject assessment, portfolio assessment, group or 76 
seminar assessment, competency-based assessment, skills demonstration, interview, and hybrid methods. 77 
 78 
Ridgewater College recognizes that some students will have had life, occupational or vocational 79 
experiences which have given them knowledge in subject field areas sufficient to warrant college credit.  80 
The following govern credit for prior learning at Ridgewater College: 81 
 82 

• There is no credit limit for internal assessments. 83 
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• Internal assessments will apply toward residency credit requirements. 84 
• Faculty awarding credit for internal assessments may assign a grade of A, B, C, or a P (which 85 

reflects a grade of “C” or better).  Internal assessments will be recorded in the body of the 86 
transcript in the term it was granted. 87 

• There is a per credit fee for internal assessments. 88 
• Students may not repeat examinations, enroll, or receive credit in a lower sequential course. 89 
• Learning must meet standards as set by the learning outcomes on the Ridgewater College course 90 

outline.  Faculty evaluate internally assessed CPL with respect to course learning outcomes. 91 
• Students must demonstrate that their college level learning is up-to-date and fulfills course 92 

outcomes.  In most cases, life/work experiences will have taken place within five years prior to the 93 
request date. 94 

 95 
Ridgewater College permits students to receive credit for prior learning – internal assessment in the 96 
following ways: 97 
 98 
Internal Assessments 99 

• Course Test Out.  Credit awarded through assessment based on examination developed by the 100 
faculty or college, such as a credit by exam, competency-based assessment, skills demonstration, 101 
interview and hybrid methods. 102 

• Portfolio Review.  Documented work experience, professional development, continuing education, 103 
and personal study where materials demonstrate evidence of learning outcomes, such as a 104 
research paper/project, course-equivalency assessment, individualized-subject assessment, group 105 
and seminar assessment. 106 
. 107 

 108 
----------------  109 
History: 110 
01.29.2001 Adopted 111 
05.19.2009 Revised 112 
02.13.2017 Proposed 113 
03.13.2017 Adopted 114 
08.24.2021 Proposed – Reviewed and Revised for Equity Compliance 115 
11.17.2021 Revised 116 
03.12.2025 Proposed; 12.15.2025 Revised 117 
 118 
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PROCEDURE 119 
 120 
This procedure articulates the process for the assessment and awarding of credit for prior learning (CPL) at 121 
Ridgewater College. 122 
 123 
Credit for Prior Learning – External Assessments 124 
 125 

1. Credit by Examination 126 
a. College Level Examination Program (CLEP) 127 

i. Acceptable subject areas with CLEP exams and their equivalents are available 128 
from the College Board. 129 

ii. Students take CLEP exam(s) at an approved testing center.  A fee is charged for a 130 
CLEP examination. 131 

iii. Students must request to have their official test scores from College Board be sent 132 
to the Admissions Office. 133 

iv. For examinations completed July 2001 or later, the minimum CLEP score for 134 
acceptance of credit is 50, with higher scores required in level 2 foreign language 135 
examinations. 136 

v. Credit equivalencies and credits awarded are available in the Registrar’s office 137 
and in Transferology. 138 

vi. Courses will be recorded in the transfer section of the transcript. 139 
b. Advanced Placement (AP) 140 

i. Students must request to have their AP scores from College Board sent to the 141 
Admissions Office. 142 

ii. Students who earn a score of 3 or higher on the examinations are awarded credit. 143 
iii. Credit equivalencies and credits awarded are available in the Registrar’s office 144 

and in Transferology. 145 
iv. Courses will be recorded in the transfer section of the transcript. 146 

c. International Baccalaureate (IB) 147 
i. Students must present a full IB diploma or a certificate recognizing specific subject 148 

examinations. 149 
ii. Ridgewater College shall grant credit for scores of 4 or higher on individual IB 150 

examinations or successful completion of the IB diploma according to Procedures 151 
3.35.1 Credit for Prior Learning – External Assessments 152 

1. IB Diploma – Students who attain an International Baccalaureate (IB) 153 
diploma shall be granted six (6) lower division course credits for scores of 154 
4 or higher on each Higher Level IB examinations and two (2) lower 155 
division course credits for scores of 4 or higher on each Standard Level IB 156 
examination. 157 

iii. Individual IB Examinations 158 
1. Higher Level Examinations – A student shall receive three (3) or more 159 

course credits for scores of 4 or higher on individual Higher Level IB 160 
examinations. 161 

https://www.transferology.com/index.htm
https://www.transferology.com/index.htm
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2. Standard Level Examinations – A student shall receive two (2) or more 162 
credits for scores of 4 or higher on individual Standard Level IB 163 
examinations. 164 

iv. Courses will be recorded in the transfer section of the transcript. 165 
d. World Language Seals and Certificates (ACTFL) 166 

i. Students shall submit world languages seals and certificates to the college or 167 
university within three academic years after graduating from high school. 168 

ii. The following table identifies the credit equivalencies for seals and certificates and 169 
the corresponding proficiency levels set by the American Council on the Teaching 170 
of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). 171 
Seal or Certificate ACTFL Proficiency Level Credits to be Awarded 
World Language 
Proficiency Certificate 

Intermediate-Low 2 semester per language 
course sequence 

Bilingual or Multilingual 
Gold Seal 

Intermediate-High 3 semester per language 
course sequence 

Bilingual or Multilingual 
Platinum Seal 

Advanced-Low 4 semester per language 
course sequence 

 172 
e. Other Evaluations – Students may also demonstrate college level learning through other 173 

nationally recognized examinations such as: 174 
i. Dantes Subject Standardized Test (DSST) 175 
ii. Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Science, Technology, Engineering and 176 

Mathematics (STEM) Examinations. 177 
2. Minnesota Articulated College Credit 178 

a. Students must present their Articulated College Credit certificate to the Registrar.   179 
b. The articulated course must be required in the major/program the student is pursuing.  180 

Credit is not granted for elective courses. 181 
c. The agreement is valid for two years following high school graduation. 182 

3. American Council of Education (ACE) 183 
a. Students must submit an official ACE transcript to be considered for credit. 184 

4. Other national standardized assessments, industry recognized credentials, licenses, certifications 185 
and non-credit instruction in continuing education and customized training note mentioned above. 186 

a. Students must present the original credential, transcript or other like evidence for 187 
considerations to the Registrar. 188 

b. The credential must be current. 189 
5. Military Courses and Military Occupations 190 

a. Credit shall be granted for veteran’s military training and service in compliance with Subd. 191 
2 of Minnesota Statute 197.775 – “Higher Education Fairness” according to the standards 192 
and equivalencies of the American Council on Education. 193 

b. A student must present an official Joint Military Transcript (JST) or an official Air Force 194 
transcript to the Registrar. 195 

 196 
197 
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CREDIT FOR PRIOR LEARNING – INTERNAL ASSESSMENTS 198 
 199 

1. Course Test Out 200 
a. To attempt to course test out, a student must be degree seeking at Ridgewater. 201 
b. A student may attempt a test-out of a particular course only once. 202 
c. The credits awarded are entered on the student’s transcript with a pass (P) grade.  The 203 

test-out option is not available to a student who wants to test-out of a course they have 204 
failed, received an NC or in which they wish to improve their course grade. 205 

d. Students may not test out of a course in which they are enrolled past the fifth day of the 206 
semester. 207 

e. The test-out option is not available in all courses. 208 
f. Tests are course-specific examinations (oral or written) designed by the appropriate 209 

college faculty member and reflect the objectives of the course.  A grade of A, B, C or P 210 
(which reflects a grade of “C” or better) may be recorded for successful test outs. 211 

g. Students must complete the Credit for Prior Learning form and pay the fee before 212 
attempting the exam. 213 

h. The course will be recorded on the transcript within the term the student completed the 214 
exam. 215 

i. A non-refundable fee will be charged for each credit. 216 
2. Prior Learning Experience Portfolio Review 217 

a. Students may demonstrate the achievement of course outcomes through a portfolio review 218 
process.  Faculty determine what materials are necessary to demonstrate achievement of 219 
course learning outcomes. 220 

b. To attempt a portfolio review, students must be degree seeking at Ridgewater. 221 
c. A student may attempt portfolio review for the same course only once and may not do so if 222 

they are currently enrolled in the course or previously attempted the course. 223 
d. The portfolio review option is not available for all courses. 224 
e. A grade of A, B, C or P (which reflects a grade of “C” or better) may be recorded for 225 

courses that are approved. 226 
f. The course will be recorded on the transcript within the term the portfolio was approved. 227 
g. Students must complete the Credit for Prior Learning form and pay the fee before 228 

presenting the portfolio for review. 229 
h. A non-refundable fee will be charged for each credit. 230 

 231 
----------------  232 
History: 233 
08.24.2021 Proposed – New Procedure - Created with Equity Compliance in Mind 234 
11.17.2021 Revised 235 
03.12.2025 Proposed; 12.15.2025 Revised 236 
 237 


